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“And these were in only one direction. And now if you tried to stick 
sixty myriads of reeds there, it would not hold them.” 


Said R. Haninah, “[The reason is that] the land of Israel has shrunk.” 


Said R. Zeirah, “Come and take note of how the land of Israel is 
impudent, that it continues to produce crops [even though so much of 
the land has been destroyed through fire and brimstone].” 


How does the land produce as it does? 
[C] Two Amoras: One said, “It is because they fertilize it.” 
[D] The other said, “It is because they turn over the dirt.” 


[E] There was the case of someone who was planting seed in the 
valley of Arbel. He pushed in his hand and drew out burning 
soil, which had burned up the seed. 


It was taught: R. Yosé says, “For fifty-two years no bird appeared in 
flight in the land of Israel.” 


“What is the scriptural proof for this view? 


“Both the birds of the air and the beasts have fled and are gone” (Jer. 
9:10). 


[VII:10 A] Said R. Hanina, “Forty years before the Israelites went into exile to 
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Babylonia, they planted date palms in Babylonia, since they wanted to 
have something sweet, for that prepares the tongue to study Torah. 


Said R. Hanina, son of R. Abbahu, “Seven hundred species of clean 
fish, eight hundred species of clean locusts, and fowl without number, 
all went into exile with the Israelites to Babylonia. 


“And when they came back, all of them came back with them, except 
for the fish called, ‘Shibuta.’” 


[D] And how in the world did fish go into exile? 


[E] R. Hunah bar Joseph said, “They went into exile through the great 
deep [in the waters under the earth], and through the great deep 
they returned.” 


[F] Said R. Yohanan, “Fortunate is he who sees the fall of Palmyra, 
for she was a partner in the destruction of the first Temple and 
in the destruction of the second Temple. 


[G] “In the destruction of the first Temple she provided eight 
thousand bowmen. 


